
  

  
  
  
  
October 24, 2022 
  

Sts. Simon And Jude Church 
Rev. Patrick S. Garrett 
  
Kindly note that the schedule for Confirmation at your parish in 2023 is as follows: 
  

Thursday, May 04, 2023 6:00 PM     Fr. Thomas Rafferty 
  
Please be mindful of the date and time above as they might be different from those you requested. 
Also, some adjustments may still need to be made in the future as the dates for other events, both anticipated 
and unanticipated, are finalized. I appreciate your patience and flexibility in this regard. 
  
Through catechesis and sacramental preparation, please continue to cultivate a sense of faithful and 
intentional discipleship among your Confirmation Candidates in the upcoming year. In order to properly 
prepare the candidates for the Sacrament of Confirmation and the liturgical ministers of the celebration of 
the Rite, it is important that you share and review this letter with those responsible for the Confirmation 
program in your parish. 
  

• Candidates should be in the 10th or 11th grade when confirmed and should be in formation for at 
least one year prior to their reception of the sacrament.  Please follow the Archdiocesan guidelines 
for the catechetical and liturgical preparation of the candidates; they will be asked to make a serious 
commitment to be a disciple of Jesus and his witnesses before the world.  Please emphasize that 
Confirmation is a sacrament that strengthens Baptism and pours out the gifts of the Spirit in 
abundance; it should not be seen as a “reward” for completing a program or set of 
requirements. Pastors should ensure that Candidates and Sponsors have opportunities for the 
Sacrament of Penance as part of their immediate preparation for the Rite of Confirmation. 

  
• To underscore the importance of the Confirmation liturgy, Candidates and Sponsors should be 

wearing “Sunday best” clothes in a modest style.  This is not meant to impose a dress code, but to 
emphasize the liturgical solemnity of the occasion. 

  
• While the confirming celebrant will usually bring the Chrism for the liturgy, please make sure the 

parish’s vessel of Chrism is clean, replenished and readily available. Please prepare a pedestal or 
small table for the Chrism near the ambo in the sanctuary.  

  



• Some of the celebrants for Confirmation liturgies will be assisted by a Master of Ceremonies. 
When the Master of Ceremonies contacts your parish, please afford him your cooperation as he 
works with your clergy, staff and liturgical ministers. 

  
• Candidates and Sponsors should be seated next to each other, grouped together (apart from their 

family and guests), and should be in their seats in the church at least 15 minutes before the start of 
the liturgy to ensure that Mass begins on time.  Candidates and Sponsors will not process in with 
the celebrant and liturgical ministers during the entrance procession. 
  

• At the anointing, the candidates should form two lines and approach the celebrant two by two, 
and shoulder to shoulder (as opposed to two lines that merge into one). Photographers, if present, 
should be made aware of this.  During the anointing, the Candidates must make the proper 
responses clearly and audibly—this may require some practice. Please remind them that the 
response to the sign of peace (“Peace be with you”) is “And with your spirit.” 
  

• At the anointing, the candidates should form two lines and approach the celebrant two by two, 
and shoulder to shoulder (as opposed to two lines that merge into one). Photographers, if present, 
should be made aware of this.  During the anointing, the Candidates must make the proper 
responses clearly and audibly—this may require some practice. Please remind them that the 
response to the sign of peace (“Peace be with you”) is “And with your spirit.” 

  
• The candidates should wear a nametag with their Confirmation name.  It should be legible and 

visible from a short distance away.  Please direct Candidates to double-check that their nametag is 
clearly visible.  In bilingual Masses, those candidates who will be receiving the Sacrament in 
the Spanish language should have a visible red dot next to their name to indicate 
this.  Candidates do not need to carry or present a separate card with their name. 

  
• If one or more candidates from your parish needs to be sent to another parish to be confirmed for 

whatever reason, permission must be secured at least thirty days ahead of time from the hosting 
Pastor.  The Pastor of the visiting candidates must verify that they are properly prepared, and that 
the confirming celebrant has been informed of the change. 

  
• When preparing the liturgy for Confirmation, please be mindful that the music and lectionary 

selections should reflect the liturgical season in which the Mass will take place. When Confirmation 
occurs on a Saturday evening or Sunday, the liturgical texts are always from the Sunday 
Mass, including the Responsorial Psalm. On weekdays, when there is no Solemnity, the prayers 
and readings are to be taken from the Ritual Mass for Confirmation. During the Easter Season, the 
Roman Church always takes the First Reading from the Acts of the Apostles – not from the books 
of the Old Testament.  

  
• Please follow the ritual for Confirmation. Slides or other invasive media and liturgical 

movement (dance) are inappropriate in the Confirmation liturgy.  The Office of Worship will 
contact your Confirmation Coordinator directly with instructions for completing the online Liturgy 
Preparation form.  

  
These guidelines are consistent with what is provided each year in my letter. However, also enclosed with 
this letter is a list of “Top Points for Special Emphasis” as well as the “Photo Opportunity after the 
Confirmation Mass” document. This list is based upon observations around the Archdiocese in recent 
years. I ask that this also be shared with any personnel at your parish charged with preparation and 
planning for the Confirmation Mass and surrounding logistics to ensure that these points of emphasis 
are properly addressed in 2023. 
  



I am grateful to you and your staff for your careful diligence as you work to make the celebration of 
Confirmation an important and worthy event in the life of the candidates, their families, and their 
parish.  With gratitude and prayerful best wishes in the Lord, I remain 

  
  Sincerely yours in Christ, 

  

                                                                                     
  Daniel Cardinal DiNardo 
  Archbishop of Galveston-Houston 

DND:ael 
Enclosure: “Top Points for Special Emphasis” 

     “Photo Opportunity after the Confirmation Mass” 
cc:        Confirmation Coordinator 
 
 

Top Points for Special Emphasis 
  
            Compiled below is not an exclusive list of what is most important or in need of attention. 
However, it is a list of issues that have occurred in Confirmation Masses in the Archdiocese of 
Galveston-Houston during the last several years that are worthy of highlighting for correction. It 
is expected that all parishes will work to address these matters for Confirmation to ensure the 
integrity and quality of the celebration of the Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist: 
  
1.  Proper Text for the Rite of Confirmation. 
     Please ensure that in Confirmation liturgies, the proper texts are used. 
     On May 15, 2016, the new ritual text for the Order of Confirmation became the normative  
     (mandatory) text for the Sacrament of Confirmation in English in the United States. While 
parishes  
     are reminded of this each year and provided with a digital copy of the revised text from the 
Office of 
     Worship in their materials, many parishes continue to utilize obsolete texts in their worship 
aids,  
     binders for clergy, etc. This is happening most frequently with the texts for the Renewal of 
Baptismal  
     Promises and the Universal Prayer. 
  
2.  Nametags for Confirmandi and Dress 
     Please ensure that each candidate has a name tag that can be easily seen (not 
inadvertently  
     covered by a veil, hair, or garments) and that displays the Confirmation name (and only 
the 
     Confirmation name) clearly and in a large, black font, without images or graphics. 
     The formula for the anointing of Confirmation is: “N., be sealed with the Gift of the Holy 
Spirit.”  As  
     the name of the candidate is part of this formula, it is important that the minister of the 
Sacrament  
     have a clear indication of the name to be used. Please do not list multiple names prominently 
on the  



     name tag (e.g., Given name, Confirmation Saint, and/or Parish name) as this can cause 
confusion as  
     to which name is to be used.  
  
     Furthermore, it has been noticed that increasingly young people use a significant amount of  
     makeup, such that it collects on the thumb of the minister of Confirmation. Thus, it stains the  
     minister’s thumb and does not allow the Sacred Chrism to adhered to the Confirmand. Please 
make  
     sure that only a moderate amount of makeup is used on the foreheads of the 
Confirmandi. 
  
3.  Confirmation “Stoles”. 
     Candidates for Confirmation are NOT to wear red stoles over their shoulders, as this is 
highly 
     inappropriate.  
  
     The stole is indicative of a minister ordained through the Sacrament of Holy Orders and is not 
     appropriate for the laity or for candidates for the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
  
4.  Lectors at Confirmation Masses. 
     Proclamation of the readings should be done by trained lectors. 
     Many parishes wish to involve those being confirmed in liturgical roles during the Mass, such 
as  
     bringing forward the gifts to the altar. However, a candidate for Confirmation should not be 
assigned  
     the role of proclaiming the readings of the Mass, unless they are a trained lector who normally 
serves  
     in this capacity for the parish.  
  
5.  Presentation of the Candidates. 
     The role of presenting the candidates properly belongs to the pastor of the 
parish. Additionally, 
     the candidates should be presented as a group and should not be individually presented 
by 
     name. 
      
 
 
     Following the Gospel and before the Homily, the candidates for Confirmation are presented to 
the  
     bishop. If for some reason the pastor is absent from the Confirmation Mass, the parochial vicar 
or 
     another designated priest should present the candidates. This role should not be given to a 
Director  
     of Religious Education or a catechist.  
  
6.  Music During Anointing 
     Please have musicians refrain from any loud music or singing (especially congregational 



     singing) during the administration of the sacrament that might make communication 
difficult. 
     Depending on the number of candidates to be confirmed, the portion of the ritual with the 
individual 
     anointings can take a significant amount of time. It is common for the musicians to provide 
prayerful  
     background instrumentation and sometimes even singing while the anointings take place. 
However, 
     it is critical that the minister anointing the candidates can communicate with those being 
anointed and  
     hear their responses. 
  
7.  Intentions for the Universal Prayer 
     For Confirmation Masses, the expectation and the presumption is that the Universal 
Prayer  
     will follow the ritual text, which contains four specific intentions. For most Masses, 
especially on 
     weekdays, these should be the only intentions used. On Sundays, Holy Days of Obligation, or 
in other 
     circumstances where a pastoral need suggests it, 1-2 intentions may be added following the four 
from 
     the ritual. If there is a plan to add any additional intentions, please discuss this with the 
celebrant  
     and Master of Ceremonies before the Mass begins 
  
8.  Presentation of the Gifts 
     Those assigned the role of bringing forward the gifts of bread and wine should move to 
the back 
     of the church during the Universal Prayer so that they are ready to bring forward the 
gifts as  
     soon as the bishop is ready to receive them. Gift bearers should begin walking down the aisle 
as 
     soon as the bishop stands and begins to come forward to meet them. In some parishes, there is 
a  
     custom to present the money from the collection as part of the offertory (and the presentation 
of the  
     gifts is therefore delayed until the collection has ended), but for Confirmation Masses this  
     unnecessarily prolongs what is already a long liturgical celebration. Please ensure that the gift 
bearers  
     are ready in a timely manner and do not wait for the end of the collection.  
  
9.  Holy Communion under Both Forms 
     It is expected that all parishes in the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston will ensure that 
Holy 
     Communion is offered under both forms at any Confirmation Mass unless Holy 
Communion 



     from the Chalice is suspended due to the Coronavirus pandemic. The liturgical norm for 
the 
     Distribution of Holy Communion in the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston is that it be done 
under  
     both forms (the Sacred Host and the Precious Blood) since this gives fuller expression to the 
sign  
     (GIRM 281). 
  
10. Acknowledgments at the End of Mass 
     These are properly done by the pastor of the parish. It is common towards the end of 
     Confirmation Masses for brief remarks, acknowledgements, and words of gratitude to be 
shared. It  
     is not appropriate for these remarks to be delivered by a Director of Religious Education, 
catechist, 
     or newly Confirmed young person. These brief remarks should be offered immediately 
following the 
     Prayer After Communion and before the bishop’s own remarks and final blessing. 
  
11. Responses of the Confirmandi 
      It should also be noted that many times the Confirmandi remain silent at the time for their 
proper  
      responses of “Amen” and “And with your spirit.”  Please, ensure that the Confirmandi are 
      trained and instructed to reply to the minister of Confirmation correctly and with a 
strong  
      voice.  
  
 
 
  

Photo Opportunity after the Confirmation Mass 
  
            The practice of taking individual photos with the bishop or visiting priest conferring 
Confirmation has resumed.  It is the responsibility of parish staff to organize and conduct the post-
Mass photo opportunity. 
  
            Please be mindful that in most cases the celebrant is visiting your parish after taking care 
of his other pastoral responsibilities during the day, and it may take him as long as 45 minutes or 
an hour to return home.  Therefore, the photo opportunity should be conducted in a timely and 
efficient manner.  
  
            Only the newly Confirmed person and his or her sponsor will be in the photo with the 
celebrant who conferred Confirmation.  No one else is to be included in the photo.  Parish staff 
should communicate this clearly to families, well in advance of the Confirmation liturgy.  
  

Guidelines and Expectations 
1.       Out of consideration for the celebrant, especially after an evening liturgy, the 

location of the photo opportunity should not be at a great distance from the parish 
church. 



  
2.       There must be one or two designated photographers arranged by parish staff. The 

celebrant’s Master of Ceremonies will be present, but he will not serve as a 
photographer.  

  
3.       At least two parish staff members or volunteers must be present to manage the 

photo opportunity by keeping the line(s) moving efficiently.  
  

4.       The location for the photo opportunity must be clearly communicated by parish 
staff to the photographer(s), the confirmands and sponsors, and the celebrant’s 
Master of Ceremonies. Everyone should know where they are going.  

  
5.       Parish staff should plan for a timely exit of confirmands and sponsors from the 

church to the location for photos, since the celebrant will go there immediately after 
the end of Mass. Try to avoid any unnecessary delays that would cause the 
celebrant to wait at the photo location for a lengthy period. This might entail a 
conversation between the Confirmation Coordinator and the parish’s Director of 
Music, to ensure that the recessional hymn is well-timed for the confirmands and 
sponsors to move quickly from the church to the location of the photo 
opportunity. It is suggested that the photos be taken in the main church at the 
base of the altar steps as this is easy and convenient for all involved.  

  
6.       The celebrant will not take a group photo in addition to individual 

photos. Either the celebrant will take one group photo, or induvial photos with the 
Confirmand and Sponsor. 

  
7.       If the celebrant is Cardinal DiNardo, and individual photos will be taken, a 

chair will need to be placed in such a way that he may sit for the duration of 
the photos.  

  
For additional clarifications, please contact the Cardinal’s priest-secretary at 713-652-8206. 
 


